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CopriSystems bespoke sport structures
use natural light and ventilation to create 
amazing spaces to play in all year round.
All our structures conform to the relevant building 
codes and we are SAPCA approved.

CREATE SPACE
TO PLAY IN ALL 
THE YEAR ROUND

>  Free consultation
>  Individually designed 

structures

options available

For a site visit or quick quote:
call us on 01380 830 697
email sales@coprisystems.com
visit www.coprisystems.com

mailto:sales@coprisystems.com
http://www.coprisystems.com


3SPORTSNATION.ORG.UK   MAR/APR 2022

Getting inclusivity right

What happens in the meantime? 
Will trans women, using female-
only changing rooms, discourage 
some women from exercising 
at that facility? How does a site 

operator assess the demand for this 
– or will it become legislation? And, 

ultimately, how will this be funded?
The guidance also states that trans women 

can be excluded from female-only fitness 
classes due to the amount of physical contact 
involved. It’s highly unlikely that there would 
be commercial demand for trans women-
only activities, so what is the alternative?

The industry should be doing everything it 
can to encourage as many people as possible 
to take part – from competitive sports to 
fitness classes and leisure activities – in 
inclusive and welcoming environments. But 
could we be in danger of sacrificing, in the 
name of inclusion, the advances in women’s 
sport and the positive role models it produces?

F
or many, there is enough 
evidence to support 
the exclusion of 
trans women from 
competitive women’s 

sport – not just in terms of fairness, 
but also with regard to safety when 
you consider contact sports, such 
as rugby. Hopefully, this discussion will 
move on in a positive manner. Among the 
solutions discussed has been the creation of 
trans women categories at sports events.

But the impact on amateur sport and 
general physical activity could be  just as 
profound. For instance, the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has ruled 
that trans people can be excluded from 
single-sex spaces if the facility operator 
“decides to introduce an additional gender-
neutral changing room with self-contained 
units”. This would obviously result in 
significant costs for the venues, and will 
also take considerable time to implement. 

As the debate continues to build around the participation of trans women
 in women’s sport, there are wider implications for the whole of the 

sports and physical activity sector that need to be considered.

Tom Walker
Editor

E: tom@sportsnation.org.uk
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Cost of materials 
forces ‘rethink’ of 
Luton stadium 
The increase in the cost 
of building materials has 
forced Luton Town FC to 
redraw some of the plans 
for its Power Court stadium. 
CEO, Gary Sweet, said: “The 
increase in cost means we 
have had to run a remodelling 
process over recent months 
with our design team.”

Stadium plans for 
Peterborough
Peterborough City Council 
has published proposals for a 
new 20,000-capacity stadium. 
As well as being the new 
home of Peterborough United 
FC, the planned multi-use 
venue would have a range 
of other uses – from hosting 
large scale entertainment 
events to smaller scale music 
and art performances.

West Ham expands 
stadium capacity 
Premier League club West 
Ham United has confirmed 
that it will expand the 
capacity at its London 
Stadium from 60,000 to 
62,500 seats for the 2022-
23 season. The move
is set to take the club’s home 
capacity beyond Arsenal’s 
Emirates Stadium (60,260) 
and just behind Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium (62,850).

IN BRIEF

The Plaza will create a large 
community area outside the 
stadium’s main entrance

Community Plaza for Edgbaston
Edgbaston cricket stadium has 
unveiled a new plaza and stadium 
entrance, creating one of the 
largest outdoor community 
spaces in Birmingham.

Covering an area of 14,800sq m, 
the Edgbaston Plaza forms 
the first phase of the new 
Edgbaston Stadium Masterplan.

Craig Flindall, Chief Operating 
Officer at Edgbaston, said: “When 
we drew up the venue masterplan, 
we had a clear focus on ensuring 

that the new Plaza would be the 
first stage to be completed, in order 
to bring forward the benefits for 
our community as soon as possible.

“Now that it’s part of the 
stadium footprint, we want 
to make the Plaza one of the 
beating hearts of Edgbaston. 

“Alongside improving the 
experience for spectators attending 
our high-profile cricket fixtures, 
we want the space to host 
cultural festivals and events.”
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£8m NUCASTLE centre opens
Newcastle United Foundation has 
opened its NUCASTLE centre – a 
multi-activity sports centre funded 
in part by a £2m grant from the 
Football Foundation. NUCASTLE 
combines community areas with 
education and wellness spaces 
and features a rooftop 3G football 
pitch. Other facilities include cycling 
studios, a specialist STEM room, 
e-sports room, four-court sports hall, 

accessible changing areas, event 
and meeting spaces and offices.

Robert Sullivan, CEO of Football 
Foundation, said: “At the Football 
Foundation, we know from 
experience the transformative 
impact grassroots sports facilities 
can have on people’s physical 
and mental health, bringing 
communities closer together as well 
as benefiting local economies.”

Disability guidance published
Disabled children and young people 
should be getting 20 minutes of 
exercise a day – including strength 
and balance activities three times a 
week. The recommendation comes 
from new guidance issued by the 
UK’s Chief Medical Officers (CMOs). 

The guidelines, which are the 
first of their kind for disabled 
children and young people, have 
been designed to support the 
improvement of physical and 
mental health throughout life. 
Published this month, the guidelines 
are underpinned by research from 
Durham University, the University 
of Bristol and Disability Rights UK. 

Recommendations include that 
disabled children should undertake 
120-180 minutes of aerobic physical 
activity per week at a moderate-

to-vigorous intensity. The guidance 
also calls for strength and balance 
activities – such as indoor wall 
climbing, yoga, and modified 
sports such as basketball or 
football – three times per week.

SAPCA strengthens 
its board
SAPCA has appointed 
Professor David James to 
its board. The managing 
director of SAPCA member 
Labosport, James has been 
SAPCA Technical Chair 
since December 2020. 
David’s appointment will 
further strengthen the 
composition of the SAPCA 
board, bringing with him 
vast technical knowledge 
from a wide range of areas.

ukactive names 
new Membership 
Council 
Industry body ukactive 
has named 14 people 
on its new Membership 
Council. Chaired by Dave 
Courteen, the 14 members 
include Lisa Dodd-Mayne, 
Director of Sport & Active 
Communities at the University 
of Warwick. For full details 
of the new council, visit: 
https://www.ukactive.com

Professor David James

PEOPLE

The guidance 
calls for a 
variety of 
activities for 
children

NUCASTLE off ers a 
wide range of activities
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The sport and physical 
activity sector is ramping 
up its sustainability drive to 
net-zero with the launch of 
the Sport Environment and 
Climate Coalition (SECC).

The new body will support 
the sector to decarbonise by 
setting up a roadmap on how 
the transformation to net-
zero can be achieved across 
the industry, in parallel with 
SECC support and guidance. 

The alliance will also generate 
and promote a campaign that 
shines a spotlight on the threat 
of climate change and the 
importance of environmental 
sustainability. Members of the 

cross-sector collaboration are the 
Sport and Recreation Alliance; 
ukactive; the Association for 
Public Service Excellence 
(APSE); the British Association 
for Sustainable Sport (BASIS); 
Sport England; Sport Scotland; 
Sport Wales and UK Sport. 

The group has made a 
collective commitment to 
place tackling inequalities 
at the heart of the sector’s 
efforts to transition to net 
zero and become more 
environmentally sustainable.

“Achieving our ambition on 
climate change will require 
a collaborative approach,” 
SECC said in a statement. 

Physical activity sector 
launches drive to net-zero

SECC will look at all 
aspects of improving 
sustainability in sport

http://www.sportsnation.org.uk
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More than 1 million teenage girls 
have ‘fallen out of love’ with sport

It found 43 per cent 
of teenage girls who 
once actively engaged 
with and enjoyed sport 
were being side-lined 
in their teenage years 
and made to feel 
not good enough.

Among the most 
common reasons 
for disengaged with 
sport amog those 
surveyed were a fear 
of feeling judged by 
others (68 per cent), 
lack of confidence 
(61 per cent) and not 
feeling safe outside (43 per cent). 

Stephanie Hilborne, Women in 
Sport CEO, said: “We must bust 
the myth that teenage girls drop 
out of sport simply because their 

The World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Global 
Network of Age Friendly Cities and Communities 
has recognised Dublin’s Croke Park Stadium as 
the world’s first age-friendly stadium. The venue 
achieved the designation after it undertook 
a process of change to ensure that older 
people can continue to enjoy the facility. 

The stadium has improved its accessibility 
– including all access routes – added 
accessible seating and signage and has 
also committed to delivering staff training 
and discounted tickets for older fans.

Peter McKenna, Croke Park 
Stadium Director said: “We 
pride ourselves in setting high 
standards and this accolade is 
a source of great pride to us.”

More than one million teenage 
girls in the UK, who once 
considered themselves ‘sporty’, 
have disengaged from sport 
following primary school. 

The finding comes from 
research by Women in Sport, 
which surveyed 4,000 teenagers 
and gauged the way they engage 
with sport and physical activity. 

priorities change. Teenage girls 
are not voluntarily leaving sport, 
they are being pushed out as 
a consequence of deep-rooted 
gender stereotypes. We must all 
do more to reverse this trend.”

Women in Sport surveyed 
4,000 teenagers

Croke Park received 
the accolade from 
the WHO in March

Stephanie Hilborne
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The School Games network has 
been given a £2m funding boost in 
order to get disadvantaged young 
people more physically active at 
19,000 schools across England.

The 450 School Games organisers 
within the network will use the 
funding to deliver activities to 
improve the health and wellbeing 
of young people, using inspiration 
from this summer’s Birmingham 
2022 Commonwealth Games. Each 
organiser will use local data and 
insight to identify the inequalities 
faced by young people in different 

£2m physical activity funding 

areas and ensure those who need 
it most, get help to be active.

Ali Oliver, CEO of the Youth Sport 
Trust, which delivers the School 
Games projects, is excited by what 
the investment can help achieve.

“It’s amazing that the School 
Games can extend its existing offer 
to local schools thanks to the boost 
behind United by Birmingham 
2022 inspired activities,” Oliver 
said. “Young people, especially 
those facing inequalities, need the 
support of physical activity more 
than ever after the pandemic.”

The SAPCA Code of Practice 
for the Construction and 
Maintenance of Fencing Systems 
has now been published and is 
available to download from the 
Sports and Play Construction 
Association (SAPCA) website. 
It is one of a suite of codes 
of practices published by the 
association, which can be used 
as a resource and guide by 
companies and organisations 
looking to build fit-for-
purpose sports facilities. 

First released in 2006, the 
fencing code of practice has 
been enhanced and updated 
to reflect the latest guidance 
– and to include the latest 
fencing products and solutions. 

Among the key changes 
made to the updated document 
include a focus on the fencing 
types and specifications.

SAPCA Code of 
Practice for sports 
fencing published

Storm-damaged sports facilities 
are being offered emergency 
financial help in order to get 
them back up and running. Sport 
England has set up a special 
Storm Relief Fund, which will 
offer grants of up to £15,000 to 
facility owners and operators.

The funding will be available to all 
sport organisations and clubs with 
facilities – including clubhouses, 

Storm damage funding launched
courts and pitches – that have been 
affected by the recent storms. 

The money can be used to 
repair storm-damaged buildings, 
grass and artificial pitches and 
decontaminate flooded clubhouses.

The Storm Relief Fund won’t 
be able to fund, however, the 
loss of income or the routine 
maintenance and repairs resulting 
from everyday wear and tear.

Funding can be 
used to fi x damaged 
sports buildings 

The School Games inspire 
young people to be 
physically active for life
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New guidance has been 
published to help sport and 
health professionals deliver 
physical activity to people with 
long-term health conditions.

Produced by Sport England, in 
collaboration with Sheffield Hallam 
University and the National Centre 
for Sport & Exercise Medicine 
(NCSEM), the new guidance – 
called Easier to be Active – is based 
on NCSEM research. The research 
shows that supporting people 
with long-term health conditions 
into physical activities is critical in 
improving overall wellbeing and 
management of their conditions. 

Based on the research, 
NCSEM has created a “Five Is” 
framework, which the Easier to 
be Active guidance focuses on. 
The 5Is outlined by NCSEM are: 

Guidance to help long-term ill get more active

1. Individualised: putting the 
individual at the heart of everything
2. Integrated: strive to have an 
integrated offer between health, 
sport and physical activity 
3. Influencers: recognise those 
who influence people

4. Inclusive: ensure opportunities 
for physical activity are inclusive for 
people with long-term conditions
5. Informed: everyone is 
informed of the benefits and 
opportunities of being more active 
with a long-term condition.

The number of people playing Pickleball – a sport 
that combines elements of badminton, table tennis 
and tennis – is growing quickly across the UK. 

Invented in the US in the 1960s, Pickleball’s 
popularity is partly down to its accessibility and 
flexibility. It can be played in singles or doubles 
and is suitable for both indoors and outdoors. 
Games take place on a badminton-size court using 
wooden paddles and a plastic ball with holes in it. 

There are now an estimated 4,000 players in the 
UK and the latest facility operator to have introduced 
the sport is 1Life, which has added Pickleball to its 
range of activities at Harpenden Leisure Centre.

Nick Boxer, the centre’s Senior General Manager, 
said the introduction is part of a strategy to 
tap into latest trends and to widen the range 
of activities available for people to try.

Pickleball keeps 
growing across the UK

Physical activity is 
“critical” in improving 
overall wellbeing

Pickleball is suitable for all 
ages and abilities and can be 
played indoors or outdoors
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unusual weather patterns in the UK it is 
undeniable that the impacts of climate 
change are being felt more strongly and 
more urgently in less developed countries.

So where does sport sit in all of this? Of 
course, where there is immediate danger to 
life and substantial damage to property, this 
is the priority, but sport can be used as a 
medium to talk about these issues. More than 
any other human endeavour, sport has the 
power to unite people in a common cause.

The most frequent question I am asked is 
“What is the one best thing that I can do?” 
I’m often tempted to ‘borrow’ the simple 
two-word answer of the great Sir David 
Attenborough: “Don’t waste” – great practical 
advice. But even more important is to talk 
about these issues – start a conversation with 
family, with friends, with suppliers or clients. 
You might be surprised at the result. 

C

Sustainability in sport 
- where are we?
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The storms caused 
widespread damage 
to sports facilities

STORMS DUDLEY, EUNICE AND FRANKLIN 
ALL HIT OUR SHORES WITHIN FIVE DAYS, 

BRINGING SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE AND 
FLOODING – AND IMPACTING SPORT

limate change featured 
prominently in the news last 
year, as the UK hosted the 
COP26 talks in November 2021 

– but what has happened since? A new 
climate change report has recently been 
published by the IPCC, the body that 
advises the UN on climate change issues. 
Unsurprisingly, given the situation in 
Ukraine at the current time, its exposure in 
the news media was limited. Nonetheless, 
its contents are worth highlighting.

The report tries to assess where 
we are now – what are the current 
impacts? Are we adapting? Where are 
we vulnerable? It paints a bleak picture, 
unless we take urgent action now. 
Key conclusions are:

Bad weather events are more frequent, 
more intense, are widespread and extend 
beyond natural climate variability

The events are following what the 
science has predicted, but they are at 
the very top of those predictions and are 
happening more quickly than expected

Approaching a half of the world’s 
population (3.3 to 3.6 billion people) 
are already feeling significant 
effects of climate change.

Over the course of five days in February, 
storms Dudley, Eunice and Franklin hit our 
shores within five days, bringing significant 
damage and flooding and impacting sport 
through damage to tracks, pitches and other 
facilities. Our geography and our general 
climate means that the UK is relatively 
insulated from the worst aspects of climate 
change at the moment, but the predictions 
are for more extreme weather impacts 
in the future. We should also remember 
that while we are feeling the effects of 
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sports for development sector will have a role 
to play in this, providing opportunities for 
deprived communities across the country. 

 If we are to successfully tackle inequalities 
in health economics and social outcomes, 
we need to do something different – rather 
than keep earmarking funding according 
to the same old methodology. This means 
allowing communities to co-create their own 
solutions, with locally trusted organisations 
and individuals leading the way. This might 
mean that some traditional operators – such 
as NGBs and the wider leisure sector – will 
have to relinquish some of their “control”.

For the sector to achieve the strategic 
goals set by the DCMS and Sport England, 
there must be greater local collaboration, 
less central control and a confidence to 
allow communities to set in motion their 
own change through capacity building. 

The coalition is currently modelling new 
ways of working and building the evidence 
base for our advocacy work. There is still 
some way to go for the sport and leisure 
sector to fully embrace sport for development 
– and a long way to go for government 
to understand its vast potential. 

ot to be confused with sport 
development, sport for development 
is the intentional use of targeted 
sport and physical activity-based 

interventions to achieve positive social 
outcomes. These outcomes can range 
from increasing employability, developing 
skills and reducing crime to sustained 
physical and mental health wellbeing.

The Sport for Development Coalition is a 
new(ish) body, set up to grow this crucial 
sector and to highlight the impact that the 
thousands of charities across the country 
make – and to help make them better 
funded. The coalition is backed by Sport 
England, Comic Relief and Laureus Sport, 
as well as the hundreds of organisations 
that make up the coalition itself.

It’s become clear, over recent years, 
that governments and investors in the 
sports sector are looking beyond simply 
increasing the number of participants. 
From the government’s Sporting Futures 
strategy onwards, there has been a 
greater emphasis on the social outcomes 
from government spending across 
sport. These have included personal and 
community development, mental health 
issues and the use of sport and games to 
get people more active and healthier. 

As Sport England’s Uniting the Movement 
strategy has highlighted, however, the 
inequality that remains across both society 
and across sport needs to be tackled with a 
greater energy and specific emphasis. The 

N

Sport for development – an 
open goal for government
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achieving positive 

social outcomes

ANDY REED
Chair

Sport for 
Development 

Coalition

POLLICCYY

“THERE MUST BE GREATER 
LOCAL COLLABORATION AND 
LESS CENTRAL CONTROL”
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on recycled packaging
Envirostik, the leading manufacturer of specialist adhesive and tape
systems for sport and leisure applications, is now leading once again

with the introduction of PCR packaging across its product range.

PROMOTION

The introduction of PCR packaging 
fits within Envirostik’s commitment to 
sustainable means of production and 
minimising the company’s impact on the 
environment. Wherever possible, Envirostik 
already recycles and sources products 
locally in order to reduce the company’s 
carbon footprint, and its environmental 
commitment applies across the company’s 
range of adhesive and tape products.

Envirostik is 

committed to 

minimising its 

environmental impact

E
nvirostik has the widest 
range of products available 
anywhere for installing artificial 
grass, a market the company 
focuses on exclusively. 

Its products are known as innovative, 
trusted and high quality solutions with 
formulations designed to last a lifetime.

Now it is making a phased move of 
its entire product range over to PCR 
(Post Consumer Recycled) packaging 
during the course of this year.

PCR is an environmentally sustainable 
solution for reusing single-use materials 
that would otherwise be disposed of 
in landfill sites. The process to create 
the material begins with the collection 
and sorting of discarded plastics from 
commercial and residential recycling 
programs. These recovered items are ground, 
washed, dried and pelletised – ready to 
be used in the manufacture of PCR.

“The first part of our range to be moved 
over will be our cartridge products, such as 
Grass Fix and Aqua Bond,” says Mark Edge, 
Sales & Technical Development Manager. 
“Products which are supplied in tubs will be 
moved over during the year on a phased basis 
as our existing packaging stocks are used up.

“We are the first UK-based sports 
adhesive manufacturer to be making this 
move,” says Mark. In a reference to the 
typical colour of Envirostik adhesives, 
he says: “This is definitely a case of 
the green going even greener!”

ENVIROSTIK HOLDINGS (UK)
Tel: + 44 (0)1889 271751
Email: customerservice@envirostik.com
www.envirostik.com

THIS IS DEFINITELY A 
CASE OF THE GREEN 
GOING EVEN GREENER!

mailto:customerservice@envirostik.com
http://www.envirostik.com
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LET’S KEEP IT

GREEN

Our high performance adhesive 

systems for sports and leisure 

surfaces are soon to be available in 

PCR packaging – the environmentally 

sustainable solution for reusing  

single-use materials.

Call now: +44 (0) 1889 271751 or visit www.envirostik.com

The UK’s Premier Artificial Grass Manufacturer

The best synthetic sports systems for schools, clubs 
and communities

UKinfo@tigerturf.com // 01299 253 966

Sustainable products to save the world

Sustainable solutions for sports 
facilities made from 100% recycled 

mixed waste plastics
 

info@tigerup.co.uk    01299 253 966

http://www.envirostik.com
mailto:UKinfo@tigerturf.com
mailto:info@tigerup.co.uk
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Another issue is that lifeguards are 
among the lowest paid in the sector – 
with most earning minimum wage. 

Finally, the role will only ever appeal to 
certain people. Not everyone has what it 
takes to dive into a pool and save a life.

But none of this means we shouldn’t 
be looking for new ways to recruit and 
retain lifeguards. That’s why we are using 
social media and our #BeaLifesaver 
campaign to attract people who may 
not have considered working in the 
sector, let alone becoming a lifeguard. 

Plus, we are offering funded lifeguard 
training (National Pool Lifeguard 
Qualification - NPLQ) as part of the Sector 
Skills Academies project in partnership 
with Active Apprentice and Vision West 
Nottinghamshire College. This will allow gym 
instructors, duty managers and others to 
upskill to help fill lifeguard shortages while 
enhancing careers so that even more people 
can experience this rewarding role. 

e’ve always known that 
lifeguards enjoy their work, 
but our first survey of 3,000 
lifeguards working across the 

UK reveals exactly why they love the role. 
Rewarding, flexible, and the chance to 

make a difference are some of the reasons 
why lifeguards find the job so rewarding. 
Almost three quarters (71 per cent) feel 
proud to know how to save a person’s life, 
and 60 per cent gain satisfaction from being 
part of a highly respected profession.

Like many others, I started my career as a 
lifeguard. I understand the passion people 
feel for the role. Lifeguarding is a fantastic 
springboard for a career in the leisure 
sector and beyond, as leading professionals 
testify. (See #IStartedAsALifeguard)

So why does the sector struggle to 
recruit lifeguards? Well, the first thing 
to note is that this is nothing new. I have 
worked in the industry for more than 20 
years, including 10 years in operations as 
a group lifeguard manager at Places for 
People Leisure. During most of that time, 
attracting lifeguards has been a challenge. 

One of the reasons is the sheer number 
of lifeguards required by the industry. 
A typical leisure centre needs 25-35 
lifeguards to operate its pools safely. In 
addition, the sector has a problem with 
churn. Lifeguarding traditionally attracts 
young people, those in the sixth form, at 
college or university. The flexibility of the 
role means it is easy to fit around studies, 
but after completing their education, 
students tend to leave lifeguarding to 
take up full-time employment elsewhere. 
At RLSS UK, we qualify over 20,000 
new lifeguards s every year, which gives 
you some idea of the scale of churn. 

W

The lifeguarding 
conundrum
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RLSS qualifies more 
than 20,000 new 
lifeguards every year

“LIFEGUARDING IS A FANTASTIC 
SPRINGBOARD FOR A CAREER IN THE 

LEISURE SECTOR AND BEYOND”

JO TALBOT
Commercial director

RLSS UK

PEOOPPLEE

https://www.rlss.org.uk/

https://www.rlss.org.uk/


The UK’s leading trade 
event for physical 

activity, fitness and sport

The arena of physical activity, therapy and performance

Elevate 2022 will bring health club and fitness professionals 

face to face with leading suppliers, thousands of innovative 

products and inspiring speakers



FREE REGISTRATION OPEN - www.elevatearena.com

Your free pass will give you access to:

250+
exhibitors

8000+
industry professionals

200+
speakers

REGISTER FOR YOUR FREE TRADE TICKET AT

www.elevatearena.com

THERAPY & ELITE • ACTIVE • KIDS • POOL • BUILD

Elevate covers all aspects of the fitness and 
wellbeing sector with zoned exhibition areas:

THE ONLY UK TRADE EVENT SUPPORTED BY THE ENTIRE INDUSTRY

http://www.elevatearena.com
http://www.elevatearena.com
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England was set to host the Rugby League World Cup in 2021, but the
 pandemic forced the event to be postponed and moved to late 2022.

Tom Walker spoke to Jon Dutton, chief executive of the organising committee,
 about how the move has taken nothing away from the excitement of a historic

 event which, for the fi rst time ever, combines three competitions in one.

JON DUTTON©
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relaunched the event in November 2021 and 
announced the new schedule – just 100 days 
after we made the decision to postpone – and 
ever since have worked with confidence to 
get everything ready in time for this year.”

Starting again
The tournament will now run from 
15 October to 19 November 2022. As 
originally planned, the men’s tournament 
will consist of 16 teams, an increase of 
two from the last two tournaments. 

It will be the fifth time that England will 
host the Rugby League World Cup: it was 
last held on these shores as recently as 2013. 
This time around, however, the event will be 
fundamentally different – and significantly 
bigger. As well as the two extra teams in 
the men’s tournament, 2022 will mark the 
first time that the men’s, women’s and 
wheelchair tournaments will be staged 
in the same place at the same time. 

Alongside the on-pitch sporting 
entertainment, there will also be a 

T
he Rugby World Cup 2021 
(RLWC2021) was originally 
scheduled to take place 
across England from October 
to November last year. The 

pandemic and the subsequent withdrawals 
of Australia and New Zealand from the 
competition, due to COVID-19 concerns, 
caused the tournament to be postponed 
in August 2021. According to Jon Dutton, 
chief executive of the Rugby League World 
Cup 2021, the decision to reschedule was 
not easy, but the right thing to do. 

“We got to a point where we had to take 
the difficult but responsible decision to 
postpone,” Dutton tells SportsNation. He 
adds that the already tough decision to move 
the event was made even harder due to the 
late timing of it – just two months before 
the first games were due to be played.

“We dusted ourselves down and felt sorry 
for ourselves for a couple of weeks,” Dutton 
says. “But we quickly got back to work to put 
the tournament back together. We officially 

Having all three 
formats being 

played out on the 
same platform 

provides an 
unprecedented 

opportunity 
for us to build 

excitement around 
this great sport

Jon Dutton was named 
chief executive of 
RLWC2021 in 2017
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Arena had a prior booking. We replaced 
those with the DW Stadium in Wigan 
and Manchester Central (GMEX). 

“Considering that it originally took us 
12 months to put the schedule together 
for 2021, I think that we did remarkably 
well to rebook, reschedule and confirm 
everything for 2022 in just 100 days.”

Regional but global
When England first tabled its bid to host the 
tournament in 2015, the World Cup featured 
heavily in the then coalition government’s 
Northern Powerhouse plans. While the 
government’s enthusiasm and drive to 
establish a Northern Powerhouse has since 
somewhat stalled, the plan to host the majority 

significant entertainment and cultural 
aspect to the tournament. 

A bigger tournament also means bigger 
venues. During the 2013 World Cup in 
England, just five (of the total 18) group 
stage stadiums had a capacity of more 
than 20,000. This year, that number is 
12. It means that there are plenty more 
tickets to be sold – and more opportunities 
to attract people who have never been 
to a rugby league game before.

“It’s a brave decision but one we absolutely 
think is the way forward,” Dutton says. 
“Having all three formats being played 
out on the same platform provides an 
unprecedented opportunity for us to build 
excitement around this great sport. 

“In total, we’ll have 61 games across 
21 venues, with 32 teams from 20 
different nations. This gives us an 
opportunity to recognise the diversity 
of the players and that’s what we’ll 
be doing. As well as a celebration of 
sport, the event will be a celebration of 
culture, of inclusivity and of equality.”

Dutton adds that, thanks to the flexibility of 
partners and some hard work, the moving of 
the tournament by a year hasn’t forced too 
many changes to the original venue plan. 

“We lost two venues – Anfield and M&S 
Bank Arena, both in Liverpool,” Dutton 
says. “Anfield is undergoing construction 
work from October and the M&S Bank 

The wheelchair 
tournament 
will take place 
alongside the 
men’s and women’s 
events

The event will be 
a celebration of 
culture, of inclusivity 
and of equality

The tournament will 
run from 15 October 
to 19 November
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World Cup will look to strengthen the 
position of rugby league in England. 
The aim is to use the tournament as a 
catalyst to develop the game and “engage 
with the widest possible audience”. 

There are plans to improve facilities too. 
During the bid stage, the government 
promised a £10m injection of funding 
towards infrastructure, community 
facilities and talent pathways. 

Eight teams will contest the 
women’s World Cup this year

of the Rugby League World Cup in the north 
of the country hasn’t changed. Just one of 
the tournament venues – Arsenal’s Emirates 
Stadium – is located in London. The only other 
stadium hosting games south of Sheffield 
is the Coventry Building Society Arena. 

While the venue strategy has been 
influenced by the fact that rugby league’s 
spiritual home is in the north of England, 
Dutton says it also signals how major sporting 
events in the UK are increasingly being 
held outside London. He points to other 
competitions taking place this year, which 
also have their base away from the capital. 

“The Commonwealth Games in Birmingham, 
the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 tournament 
and the World Gymnastics Championships 
in Liverpool all take place in England this 
year – and none of them are London-
centric,” Dutton says. “It’s fantastic that major 
events now celebrate people and places 
like never before. From our point of view, 
we obviously have a huge commitment to 
communities in the north of England.”

Social impacts
In addition to the six weeks of on-field 
sporting action and the accompanying 
cultural and entertainment events, the 

The Duke of Sussex hosted 
the draw for the World Cup 
at Buckingham Palace
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While those plans are now being 
implemented, Dutton emphasises that, when 
it comes to delivering improvements, there 
is less talk of “legacy” – rather, he prefers 
language that identifies the direct results 
that are already being achieved now.

“We don't really talk about legacy – 
we talk about social impact,” Dutton 
explains. “Because social impact, making 
a positive impact on people's lives, 
is what we are delivering in our local 
communities right here, right now. 

“For example, when it comes to the £10m 
being spent on facilities, we’ve already 
invested three quarters of it (£7.5m), which 
has seen a total of £16.62m pounds worth 
of projects being completed. What that 
means is that the money we’ve invested 
has worked very hard in leveraging match 
funding and creating positive change. 

“So far, we’ve delivered 222 projects 
that have transformed local facilities. 
Those include marquee projects, like 
the one at Salford City Roosters.”

Dutton is referring to a £1m upgrade 
of facilities at the Salford club, of which 
£434,863 came from the Rugby League 
World Cup’s capital grants programme. 
The work has resulted in a brand new 
clubhouse and has enabled the club 
to create its first ever girls’ team – as 
well as host more competitions and 
create an expanded programme of 
community activities and events. 

“These are big, transformational projects,” 

Dutton says. “And we’ve got another £2.5m 
pounds to invest, which we’ll take our time to 
invest over the next 12 months. Overall, we’ve 
got a target of investing £20m in community 
rugby league (including match funding). Hand 
on heart, I say we will far, far exceed that.”

Together, the three events in one, 
the choosing of large stadiums to host 
the matches and the ambitious social 
impact programme mean that Dutton 
is clear of the tournament’s status.

“We might have had to wait an extra year 
for it, but this tournament will be the biggest 
and best Rugby League World Cup ever.” 

Salford City Roosters is one of the clubs 
to benefit from the £20m investment in 
grassroots facilities made by RLWC 2021

Jon Dutton
After working as 
operations director 
for the Rugby League 
World Cup 2013, Dutton 
led the successful 
bidding process 
for the 2021 tournament as director of 
projects and people at the Rugby Football 
League. The life-long rugby league fan 
was then named chief executive of the 
2021 World Cup on 24 August 2017. He 
has plenty of experience in running major 
sports events, having previously worked 
for the golf’s PGA European Tour and 
European football governing body UEFA. 
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         people to get active. 
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Transform your 
court into an inclusive 

multi-generational 

and inspiring space 

for everyone to enjoy.
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Create ball courts and multi-use 
games areas that will be loved by
players of all ages, ability and gender. 
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021 was a landmark year for 
English football, thanks to the 
men’s team reaching its first major 
tournament final since 1966. By 
doing so, Gareth Southgate’s 

squad created a somewhat unprecedented, 
positive buzz around the sport. 

It wasn’t simply about success on the pitch, 
either. The England team was celebrated 
and commended for driving tolerance and 
inclusion on its journey to the Euro 2020 
final (held a year late due to the pandemic). 
Speaking ahead of the Wembley showdown 
against Italy, the England manager said he 

Football across the UK home nations 
is enjoying a renaissance. The 
boom is thanks to a combination 
of successes by the national teams 
– both men’s and women’s – and 
eff orts to make the sport more 
inclusive to all parts of society

26 SPORTSNATION.ORG.UK   MAR/APR 2022

wanted his players to do “positive things that 
could help change, or influence, society”. 
Football, it seemed, had finally come home. 

MORE THAN A SPORT
But it wasn’t just English football which 
enjoyed a bumper year. Scotland was 
making its first appearance in a major 
tournament in 23 years, while Wales – now 
a regular presence at major competitions 
– again inspired a nation by making it out 
of a tricky group and into the final 16. 

And, as with England, the recent success 
and popularity of the national teams in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland aren’t 
simply down to improved performances. They 
are each team’s well-publicised commitments 
to shared values and social responsibility. As 
a result, across the home nations, football 
was – and is – enjoying a resurgence. 

GROWTH PLANS
There is a real sense of football growing, as a 
sport, across the UK. The central government 

FOOTBALL
Growing the game©
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THE UK GOVERNMENT
HAS PLEDGED TO INVEST

MORE THAN £230M TO
BUILD 8,000 PITCHES

“

The creation of 3G pitch 
facilities is seen as crucial 
to growing the game

addresses the short, medium and long-
term challenges faced by the sport. 

The strategy – titled Survive. Revive. 
Thrive. – identifies the challenge, in 
light of COVID-19, to get grassroots 
football back on its feet. With a focus 
on providing financial and business 
support to those that need it most, the 
document outlines seven “transformational 
objectives” through to 2024. These are:

Male participation 
Modernised opportunities to retain 
and re-engage millions of male 
participants in the game

Female participation
A sustainable model based 
on a modernised offer

Club network 
A vibrant national club network that 
delivers inclusive, safe local grassroots 
football and meets community needs

Facilities
Enhanced access to good quality 
pitches across grassroots football

Grassroots workforce
A transformation in community 
football by inspiring, supporting and 
retaining volunteers in the game

Digital products and services
An efficient grassroots digital ecosystem to 

has certainly realised this and is doing its 
part. The UK government has pledged to 
invest more than £230m in helping to build 
or upgrade up to 8,000 quality football 
pitches across the country over the next 
four years. The funding will also support the 
construction or refurbishment of clubhouses, 
changing facilities and community buildings.

But what about the home nations’ football 
associations? How are they looking to 
capitalise on the increased popularity and 
interest in the beautiful game, in order to get 
more people playing the sport? After all, as 
seen with the London 2012 Olympic Games, 
inspiring performances at elite level – and 
the creation of new heroes and heroines – 
doesn’t automatically translate to grassroots 
clubs being inundated with new enquiries, no 
matter how much money is thrown at sport.

SportsNation looked into each home 
nation’s plans to grow the game. 

ENGLAND
The Football Association (FA) launched 
its ambitious new strategy for grassroots 
football in England in March 2021 – just 
months before the success of the men’s 
team provided a shot in the arm for the 
plans. The strategy provides a clear direction 
of travel for the next four seasons and 
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serve the administrative and development 
needs of players, parents and the workforce

Positive environment
A game that’s representative of the 
diverse footballing communities, played 
in a safe and inclusive environment

Among the areas that the strategy 
identifies as needing particular attention are 
facilities. A pledge to improve the quality 
of football pitches in England includes a 
specific target of 5,000 “new, good-quality 
pitches” being added by 2024. In total, 
the FA plans to invest more than £180m 
into grassroots football over the 
four seasons of the strategy.

James Kendall, the 
FA’s director of football 
development, says: “This 
strategy is a clear demonstration 
of our long-term ambitions, 
which will ultimately play a role 
in improving the health and wellbeing of 
millions of individuals across the nation. 
I’m confident that we’ll seize on the 
remarkable togetherness and resilience 
our national game has shown in the face of 
COVID-19 and use it as a force for good. 

“We recognise there’s a huge amount 
to achieve, but we have set ourselves the 
challenge and look forward to delivering 
on this strategy which puts players at 
the very heart of everything we do.”

Central to facility investment in England is 
the Football Foundation which, over the past 
20 years, has helped deliver projects worth 
more than £1.8bn. Working together with 
the FA, the English Premier League and the 
government, the foundation has published 
strategies for both natural grass pitches and 
3G facilities. In total, the plan is to improve 
20,000 grass pitches and develop 1,000 
new 3G facilities over the next 10 years. 

According to Robert Sullivan, Football 
Foundation CEO, 3G surfaces are at the 

Women’s and girls football 
has grown rapidly across 
the UK over the past decade

All home nations 
have pledged to 
make football more 
inclusive to all 
groups of society

heart of plans to increase participation 
at grassroots level. “In a country where 
the climate means lots of rain and 
cold weather, it’s essential to have an 
alternative to grass pitches to ensure 
matches can go ahead so more people 
have more access to play,” Sullivan says.

“There are now over 5,000 artificial 
pitches in England, used for a range of 
sports including football. The presence of 
these means that access to football for 
the hundreds and thousands of players 
that turn out for training and games every 
day of the week is far more reliable.”

WALES
The Football Association of Wales (FAW) also 
launched a new strategy in 2021, which will 
guide the association’s work over the next six 
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years. Called Our Wales, the intention is to 
transform Wales into a leading football nation 
by increasing participation and ensuring the 
game benefits from quality facilities that 
meet the growing demand for the sport. 

According to FAW CEO Noel Mooney, 
the focus is on reaching 120,000 
registered footballers, doubling the 
size of the women and girl’s game and 
ensuring that grassroots facilities are 
developed in line with these targets. 

“There’s so much support in Wales for 
football, and now is the moment to align 
our resources to become one of the world’s 
great footballing nations,” Mooney says. 

“We are striving for excellence both on and 
off the field, where Welsh football and the 
FAW are synonymous with high-performance. 
We have identified six strategic pillars and we 
will deliver these with our partners to create 
a happier, healthier and successful Wales.

“Despite the great love for football in Wales, 
it is clearly not reflected in our grassroots 
facilities, which need to be improved, and 
the FAW, along with our partners, will need 
to demonstrate leadership and courage 
to reach the standards we require.”

In March 2022, the UK government 
announced that grassroots football 
facilities across Wales would benefit from 
an initial £1.3m of additional funding 
for improvements, as part of a “major 
commitment” to levelling up access to 
physical activity across the nation. 

In total, 17 projects across Wales will 
receive funding to create and improve 
pitches, changing rooms and pavilions, 

EDUCATION THROUGH FOOTBALL

THERE ARE NOW OVER
5,000 SYNTHETIC

PITCHES IN ENGLAND
USED FOR A

RANGE OF SPORTS –
BUT MAINLY FOOTBALL

“ To support the growth 
in football, there is now 
a growing ecosystem 
of football-specific 
learning and educational 
opportunities which 
offer more than just 
coaching badges. Take 
the University Campus 
of Football Business 
(UCFB), which first 
opened at Burnley FC’s 
Turf Moor in 2011 and 
markets itself as the 
first higher education 
institution in the world 
dedicated to the delivery 
of university degrees 
in the football and 
sports industry. Since 
its launch a decade ago, 
UCFB has opened two 
more campuses – based 
at Wembley Stadium 
Manchester’s Etihad 
Stadium – and a teaching 
facility. Most recently, it 
secured a partnership 
deal with David 

Beckham-owned Inter 
Miami CF in Florida, US. 

Brendan Flood, UCFB 
chair and CEO, says the 
aim is to provide a unique 
learning environment for 
those wanting to carve a 
career in football. “What 
makes our educational 
experience work so well 
is down to three key 
components: what we 
teach, where we teach 
and how we teach,” 
Flood says. “We believe 
this approach gives 
people the best chance 
of a successful career 
upon graduation.”

Having delivered 
football and sports-
focussed Master’s 
degrees in the UK and 
online, UFCB launched 
the Global Institute of 
Sport (GIS) in 2020 as 
the new institute for its 
Master’s degrees and 
executive education.

so that more local communities can 
access high-quality facilities.

“Improving the facilities across Wales is 
the FAW’s number one strategic objective,” 
Mooney added. “This initial round of 
funding marks the beginning of an exciting 
journey, and the FAW will continue to 
work closely with all of its stakeholders, 
to create a facilities investment fund in 
order to deliver impactful projects across 
all corners of Wales as we strive to make 
football inclusive and accessible to all.”

UCFB has grown into an international educational provider
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NORTHERN IRELAND
The Irish Football Association’s (IFA) 
grassroots strategy, called A Roadmap 
For Football, covers all aspects and levels 
of the game across Northern Ireland 
– from improving performance and 
participation levels to facility development 
and corporate social responsibility.

Setting out the IFA’s plans from 2022 
to 2027, the strategy features more than 
30 strategic objectives and around 100 
individual actions. The targets are outlined 
in seven strategic pillars. As well as facilities, 
the seven pillars include participation, 
performance, revenue, engagement, 
women’s and girls’ football plus corporate 
social responsibility and sustainability. 

Specific facility development plans – in 
addition to a general focus on improving 
pitches – include building a new, “world class” 
National Training and Development Centre. 

The association is also aiming to generate 
revenues in excess of £100m over five 
years to reinvest in the game and to 
make the National Football Stadium at 
Windsor Park in Belfast a premium venue 
for conferences and other events.

Conrad Kirkwood, IFA president, says: 
“Football in Northern Ireland has the ability 
to cross all divides. It has the power to 
be a tool to bring about great change. 
It can help educate, promote health and 
wellbeing, and give everyone a sense of 
belonging. Most importantly football can 
promote inclusivity like no other sport. 

“Football has a real opportunity to improve 
people’s lives. I hope that this strategy will be 
a roadmap to deliver those improvements.” 

SCOTLAND
The Scottish FA launched its own grassroots 
strategy in May 2021. Titled The Power 
of Football, it lays out plans to improve 
the national game at all levels up to and 
including the FIFA World Cup in 2030.

Part one covers the period from 2021 to 
2025 and maps out the association’s journey 
within six key pillars of activity, each with 
the aim of turning the dial on all aspects of 
football from national teams to grassroots 
and equality and diversity. Among the six 
objectives are to connect Scottish football’s 
diverse communities and to accelerate the 
growth of girls’ and women’s football. 

However, while there are very specific 
targets to grow participation – the target is 
to reach 150,000 registered players – there 
is no mention of a facility strategy. Instead, 
the focus of the strategy is on developing 
a nationwide network of community 
football clubs and the launch of a new 
Football in Schools programme, available 
to all primary schools across Scotland. 

Ian Maxwell, Scottish FA CEO, says: 
“The Power of Football sets an ambitious 
tone for the future. Too often we focus on 
negatives in Scottish football, but this is a 
commitment to telling the compelling story 
of the game at all levels and encourage 
others to play their part in its future success.

“We will plan for a vibrant future, 
overcoming the impact COVID-19 has had on 
our national sport at all levels. We want to 
make the game relevant, exciting and above 
all open and accessible to new generations.”

A number of 

initiatives have been 

launched in recent 

years to re-engage 

older adults and 

encourage them to 

return to football

The Scottish FA has 

set itself a target of 

reaching 150,000 

registered players 
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DESIGN
BUILD
MAINTAIN

T: 01642 713555  E: info@stmworld.co.uk  W: www.stmworld.co.uk

WE DESIGN, BUILD 
AND MAINTAIN 
SPORTS AND PLAY 
SURFACES.

With over 20 years experience 
as surfacing specialists, we offer 

turf, macadam and polymeric 
surfaces.

we offer 3G surfaces for football 
and rugby pitches and Sand 
Dressed or Sand Filled surfaces for 
Hockey, Tennis and Multi Use.

A one-day event bringing together everyone with an 
interest in developing and delivering practical solutions 

for climate change within community sport

The dream scenario…getting more people 
active while reducing CO2 emissions

PRESENTATIONS FROM: 

26th April, Birmingham County FA

The GreenSport  Forum Event

For further information contact Svend Elkjaer, 
Sports Marketing Network

01423 326 660 svend@smnuk.com

mailto:info@stmworld.co.uk
http://www.stmworld.co.uk
mailto:svend@smnuk.com
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L
ight-emitting diode (LED) 
technology is becoming 
increasingly popular for sports 
lighting projects. One of the main 
reasons is simple – LEDs can give 

operators comparable lumens at a fraction of 
the energy cost. They are also, by and large, 
more durable than metal halide lamps and 
show a lower reduction of performance over 
their service life. Advancements in technology 
now also allow the retrofitting of metal 
halide lamps with a simple bulb change. 
SportsNation – with the help of SAPCA 

board member Neil McHugh and lighting 
consultant Neil Johnson – provides answers to 
some of the most commonly asked questions 
about the use of LEDs in sports lighting.  

How prevalent are LED lighting 
systems at outdoor sports facilities?
In recent years LED light sources have 
replaced high pressure sodium and metal 
halide systems for sports facilities. It is 

As part of our special focus on sports lighting in this issue, we answer 
some of the most frequently asked questions regarding LED lighting 
solutions in sports. We also highlight a number of recent sports
lighting projects completed by SAPCA members
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estimated that more than 90 per cent of 
new installations now utilise LED technology, 
and it is likely that this will continue in the 
future. Some leading lighting manufacturers 
no longer produce metal halide systems.

What are the main benefits of 
LED over other light sources?
The advantages include lower running 
costs, longer lasting light fittings, better 
control of light spillage outside the playing 
area, greater flexibility in programming 
(such as to give different colour 
options), and reduced maintenance.

How do LED systems 
compare financially?
This is still very much a case of balancing a 
higher initial capital cost against a forecast 
of reduced running costs, in order to 
determine a likely payback period and overall 
financial viability. To provide an equivalent 
level of lighting, a new LED system might 

LED lighting 
solutions are now 
used widely across 
a number of sports

LED
LEADING 
THE WAY

FOCUS ON 
LIGHTING
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The advantages 
of LED solutions 
include lower 
running costs

require perhaps two-thirds of the electricity 
consumption for an existing installation, 
but much will depend on the hours of 
floodlit use for an individual facility. This 
will of course be very different for a pitch 
or block of courts that is used for several 
hours every evening, when compared to a 
facility that has limited demand during the 
hours of darkness. The cost of electricity 
is very much part of that calculation.

LED lighting systems also have 
the flexibility to be dimmed when 
appropriate – for example to 50 per cent 
for training usage when a lower level 
of illumination is acceptable compared 
to match play – and this can also 
contribute to lower running costs.

As with all sports facility projects, it is 
important to consider all other relevant 
costs and factors, throughout the life of 
the system, which include maintenance 
costs and the longevity of the installation.

Specialist sports lighting contractors or 
consultants can assist with initial budget 
costs for projects, but it is important to 
recognise that the market is very volatile at 
the current time, due to a variety of factors, 
including the availability of raw materials, 
the effects of the pandemic, rising fuel 
prices, and the increased costs that are 
being seen across the whole construction 
industry and the wider economy.

What are the typical layouts used 
for lighting sports facilities?
There are many different layouts and 
permutations that can be used to achieve 
the optimum solution for an individual 
facility, in order to meet the specific needs. 
Tennis and netball courts, for example, 
might use a larger number of smaller lights 
at a relatively low height in order to help to 
control glare. Four to six columns, between 
6m and 12m in height, would be typical. 
The design for a full-size pitch, on the other 
hand, will usually incorporate fewer, brighter 
lights at a greater height, perhaps six to 
eight columns at a height of 15m to 18m.

Do LED lights require a 
lot of maintenance?
Everything at a sports facility requires some 
level of maintenance, whether that is the 
playing surface, the surround fencing, the 
sports equipment or the sports lighting, and 
this should be included within the operating 
budget. The maintenance of light fittings is 
sometimes overlooked, but is very important 
if optimum performance is to be maintained, 
and so this should be part of an ongoing 
maintenance schedule for every facility.

The maintenance of LED lights is not 
onerous and is generally less than for other 
types of light system. LED light sources are 
sealed units, and so have the advantages of 
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not getting dirt internally, and of their internal 
reflectors not tarnishing, which also helps 
to maintain the levels of lighting delivered 
over time. The front glass of LED fittings 
should be cleaned at least every two years. 
To help to facilitate this – and also to reduce 
the costs involved each time – it is worth 
considering a slightly higher initial cost for 
the installation of hinged lighting columns.

Is planning permission needed 
for a lighting project?
Yes, planning approval is required for 
any new lighting installation which has 
a height of 5m or above. If upgrading 
or replacing an existing system it is 
not always necessary, but this depends 
on the specific planning authority.

The majority of planning issues aren’t in 
relation to the direct impact of the lighting 
itself, but concern related issues, such as 
potential impact from noise, especially where 
the new lighting will mean extended hours 
of operation of the facility. Issues relating to 
biodiversity are not uncommon either – the 

The maintenance of LED 
lights is generally less 
onerous than for other 
types of lighting systems

“
need for a bat study might be costly and also 
mean a very long lead time for a project.

Since 2003 it has been a requirement 
that installations must comply with the 
Obtrusive Light Guidance, published by 
the Institute of Lighting Professionals. 
This means that there is a need for a 
Lighting Impact Assessment for almost all 
planning applications for sports lighting.

How is the quality of sports 
lighting defined and measured?
There are several criteria that together define 
the quality of lighting for a sports facility. 
These are:

The illumination level – i.e. the brightness 
of the lighting (measured in lux)
The uniformity ratio – i.e. the consistency 
of the light level across the playing area
The colour quality
The glare
The illumination level should be specified 

as the “average maintained level”, which 
is the minimum level of light that should 
be achieved throughout the life of the 
system, factoring in expected light losses 
due to loss of performance over time.

The illumination level required for a 
facility is determined by two factors: the 
size and speed of the object or ball for the 
sport; and the ability of the players. The 
quality of lighting needed to see a small, 
fast object, such as a tennis or cricket ball, 
is higher than to see a larger, slower ball, 
such as for football or rugby. Competitors 
at higher standards in a sport will usually 
play at a faster speed, so again, a higher 
standard of lighting is appropriate.

Twickenham is one of 
many major stadiums 
to now rely on LEDs

It is essential to choose 
specialist companies 
for lighting projects
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What standards are there 
for sports lighting?
There are several different standards that 
exist, which include British Standards, 
guidance from CIBSE, and recommendations 
set out by individual sports governing 
bodies. However, these do differ. While the 
BS and CIBSE documents are harmonised, 
they generally set out minimum standards 
considered appropriate from a health 
and safety perspective. Sport governing 
bodies publish what they consider 
to be the necessary requirements for 
different standards of facilities and 
levels of play for those participating in 
each individual sport, based on their 
own experience over many years.

In football, for example, the standard 
of lighting for a full-size pitch might 
vary from 200 lux at grassroots level, up 
to 1,600 lux for a professional stadium 
where matches will be televised.

Is there a need to take 
professional advice?
Having independent, specialist technical 
support can be very useful, in order to help 
to navigate through a complex subject. 
As well as developing a project brief and 
specification to best meet the needs of 
the client, and reviewing tenders and 
proposals received against the required 
design criteria, it is also important to 
ensure that testing and commissioning is 
undertaken on completion of a lighting 
project. Expert advice is often also very 
valuable in preparing and submitting planning 
applications (and related reports) and in 

helping to resolve any issues that may arise 
in order to allow the project to proceed.

 As well as determining the essential aspects 
of the lighting quality required, an objective 
professional adviser can also help to set out 
any wider requirements for the project or 
the finished installation, such as the need for 
courtesy lights, the best location for lighting 
controls and the types available, any specific 
needs in relation to the operation of the 
lighting system, and the warranties expected.

What advice would you give to someone 
about to embark on a lighting project?
It is particularly important to undertake 
thorough research at the outset, to 
understand the various options for different 
lighting systems and their operation, as 
well as to determine accurate “whole life” 
costs, to explore any funding options, 
and to agree realistic project timescales 
for the delivery of a successful project.

How should you choose a 
sports lighting contractor?
While there are many companies 
that offer to undertake electrical and 
lighting work, it is essential to choose 
contractors that are genuinely specialists 
in the sports facility industry, who have 
the requisite expert technical knowledge 
and experience. Visiting previous examples 
of their lighting installations at similar 
facilities is always time well spent.

Choosing a lighting contractor that 
is a member of SAPCA gives important 
reassurance that the company 
is such a specialist. CASE STUDIES     
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CASE STUDY: SHEFFIELD FC

New lights for world’s 
oldest football club
Supplier: JHP Electrical

Established in 1857, Sheffield FC is recognised 
by FIFA as the world’s oldest football club. 
While the club’s old lighting systems weren’t 
quite as old, they were still in need of replacing 
– a job handed to SAPCA member company 
JHP Electrical. SportsNation spoke to JHP 
director, Jonathan Patterson, and Sheffield 
FC chair, Richard Tims, about the project. 

Could you describe the 
project at Sheffield FC?
We removed 24 existing old 2kw metal halide 
lights and replaced them with only 12 x 860w 
LED floodlights that were evenly spread 
across six 15m masts. We also installed Touch 
control – an app-based system that can be 
controlled from a mobile phone – which gives 
the club full control over the lights to provide 
energy efficiency when dimming for training, 

“The old lighting wasn’t 
great and was just 
about up to spec, but 
it was very unreliable 
and also very costly 
and we had a few black 
outs which was quite 
embarrassing, really. 

We’ve now installed 
a new system which 
is absolutely fantastic 

for us and you could 
call it a game changer.  
It’s above the spec 
that we require at our 
level and has made 
a massive difference 
in the dark corners.

“JHP were absolutely 
fabulous and the lads 
on site were fantastic.
“One thing that we do 

now have is a 10 year 
warranty which really 
helps when managing 
your budgets. This is 
really important, so 
having that reliability is 
a great peace of mind.

“One of the great 
bits of feedback was 
from the players on 
how much brighter it 

was for them to play, 
but again the fan base 
as well as it’s as clear 
as day for them now.”

Richard Tims, Sheffield FC chair

as well as for flashing and zone control for 
events and marketing. The fittings used were 
Lumosa LED sports lights at 860w and the 
controller was the Lumosa Touch system. 
All of which come with a 10-year warranty.

The old lights were in real need of renewal, 
so the project has made a huge improvement 
to both the players’ and fans’ experience. 

The new lighting is part of the club’s 
plans to build a brand new stadium. 
When they do, the new lights will be 
transferred straight over and used within 
the new facility – which will look great.

Where there any challenges you had to 
overcome to complete the project?
We had to replace the lights before the 
next scheduled game, so we did a bit of 
military planning in order to deliver on time! 
We also had to safely remove some of the 
crowd control posts and fencing, to allow 
the masts to be lowered, which was covered 
in the pre-planning element of the project.

The ground now 
has six masts with 
LED floodlights

Out with the old 
(left) and in with 
the new (right)
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would not generate glare or spill light 
to nearby homes, roads and wildlife. 

To solve the issue, the project’s pitch 
contractor, SAPCA member Verde Recreo, 
partnered with fellow SAPCA member 
Musco Lighting to ensure planning 
approval wouldn’t be a problem. 

Musco designed a lighting system that met 
the distinctive needs of each court. Only 
four poles were included in the system at 
the hockey pitch, as opposed to the eight 
poles which would typically have been 
used. At the netball courts, the lighting 
was mounted on the fence posts around 
the facility to keep the fixtures low and the 
overall physical footprint as small as possible. 
At the heart of securing planning approval 
for the lighting was Musco’s ability to 
demonstrate the light uniformity and cut-off 
of its Total Light Control for LED system. 

The lighting system 
meets the distinctive 
needs of each court

CASE STUDY: REDMAIDS’ HIGH SCHOOL

High School’s ambitious 
sports plans 
Supplier: Verde Recreo & Musco

Redmaids’ High School in Bristol is 
developing a large new sports facility 
called The Lawns. The ambitious project 
is being delivered in stages and the 
first phase included the creation of an 
international hockey federation-standard 
pitch, completed in time for the start of 
the 2021-22 academic year. The pitch was 
followed by the opening of netball courts 
and work is currently underway on a new 
sports pavilion and athletics provision. 

When creating a lighting solution for the 
newly-built hockey pitch and netball courts, 
however, the school faced a challenge: 
while the lighting needed to provide the 
best possible on-court visibility, the system 
also had to be designed in a way that it 
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CASE STUDY: GLADSTONE PARK

Gladstone Park 
upgrades to LED
Supplier: Exclusive Leisure
Following a detailed on-line procurement 
process by London Borough of Brent, 
SAPCA member Exclusive Leisure carried 
out a large LED installation project at 
Gladstone Park in north west London. In 
total, the development has provided new 
lighting solutions for eight tennis courts. 
The LED installation was part of a larger 
redevelopment of Gladstone Park, which 
included resurfacing 
of eight full-size 
and three junior 
tennis courts.

CASE STUDY: ST EDWARDS SCHOOL 

LED upgrade for St 
Edwards School
Supplier: Abacus Lighting

Following a tendering process carried out by 
fellow SAPCA member Sports Labs, Abacus 
Lighting secured a project to provide LED 
floodlighting for St Edwards School, a fully 
co-educational boarding and day school in 
Oxford. The works included upgrading the 
existing floodlighting system to new LED 
floodlights, while installing a new 500 lux 
LED system onto the adjacent hockey pitch.
In total, the project consisted of five 14m 
base hinged masts and 37 1.5kW LED 
floodlights across the two pitches. 

CASE STUDY: HARROGATE HOCKEY CLUB

Brand-new lighting system 
for one of the country’s 
oldest hockey clubs
Supplier: Midstream Lighting

Outdated systems, particularly metal halide 
ones, can be extremely inefficient – using more 
power to generate light – and also require 
more maintenance than modern solutions.

These were among the issues at Harrogate 
Hockey Club, which made the decision to 
replace its floodlight system. Its existing 
luminaires had not only started to struggle in 
terms of lighting quality – coming increasingly 
close to dipping below recommended levels 
– but running costs had begun to mount up. 

Hosting hundreds of hours of hockey on 
an annual basis, the club needed a high-
quality solution that could help to bring 
down the cost of lighting its pitch.

The project was picked up by SAPCA 
member Midstream Lighting. With the 
club’s eight masts in good condition, a 
retrofit approach was adopted, ensuring 
that the only cost to the club would 
be the new luminaires themselves. 

Midstream chose to use its Modus S 
Series light, a powerful and efficient model 
with each unit runs at 1.18kw, a significant 
reduction over the club’s previous lights, 
which drew power at a rate of around 2.3kw.

The new system effectively halves 
Harrogate’s annual lighting bill – a reduction of 
almost £5,000 a year. With maintenance costs 
no longer necessary, thanks to Midstream 
Lighting’s 10-year guarantee, the club’s annual 
savings could actually be in excess of £6,000. 

The new lighting 
system could save the 
club £6,000 a year
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www.replaymaintenance.co.uk
www.playersports.co.uk
T: 01636 640506
E: info@replaymaintenance.co.uk

THE REPLAY ONLINE EQUIPMENT STORE

S P O R T S  E Q U I P M E N T

NEW FOR 2022

Real care  
for artificial  
sports surfaces

Musco’s LED Lighting System

 Guaranteed light levels

 Parts and labour for maintenance

 24/7 monitoring from Control-Link 

Central™ service centre

 Unparalleled spill and glare control

 Free photometric design and 

computer modelling provided

 10-year product assurance and 

warranty programme

Musco’s Mini-Pitch System™ 

Modular Sports Solution

 Complete all-in-one system

 Convenient assembly

 Customisable size options

 Durable steel construction

 24/7 monitoring from Control-Link 

Central™ service centre

 10-year product assurance and 

warranty programme

To learn more, scan here or go to 

promo.musco.com/sportsnation-jan ©2022 Musco Sports Lighting, LLC - ADINT22-1

Musco LED Lighting System at Arsenal FC Training Academy Musco Mini-Pitch System™ at Tottenham Hotspur

http://www.replaymaintenance.co.uk
http://www.playersports.co.uk
mailto:info@replaymaintenance.co.uk
https://promo.musco.com/sportsnation-jan
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B
irmingham was awarded the 2022 
Commonwealth Games in 2017, 
after the original host, Durban 
in South Africa, was stripped 
of the right due to concerns 

over its ability to meet its commitments. 
The re-bidding process saw Birmingham 
pip Liverpool for the right to host the 
event, largely thanks to the Birmingham 
bid team’s assurances that 95 per cent of 
competition venues were already in place. 

Birmingham now aims to use the Games as 
a catalyst to secure further major events for 
the city. Last year (2021), Birmingham City 
Council revealed a new strategy outlining 
the principles that will underpin the council’s 
efforts to secure major events in the next 
decade. A ‘portfolio’ approach will see the 
city target events that “have purpose”– in 
other words, capable of delivering a positive 
social, economic and environmental impact 
for residents and the regional economy.

“Major events have always played a massive 
role in Birmingham’s visitor economy, 
providing jobs and opportunities in the 
leisure, culture, tourism and hospitality 

The Commonwealth Games have 
been described as a “West Midlands
 Celebration with Birmingham at its
 heart”. The venues being used for

 the Games stretch from Coventry to
 Wolverhampton. We look at the venues 

and the legacy plans for the Games 
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BIRMINGHAM

The Games will take place 
from 28 July to 8 August
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how the estimated £778 million of public 
funding earmarked for the Games will 
benefit the West Midlands and its people. 

The plan is being delivered in 
partnership between the Birmingham 
2022 organising committee, central 
government, Commonwealth Games 
England and all the regional local authorities 
in which venues are located in. 

Specific aims include delivering the 
first carbon-neutral Commonwealth 
Games and in total there are nine 
legacy programmes. These include:

 The upgrading of Alexander Stadium and 
the building of the new Sandwell Aquatics 
Centre for community use after the Games
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sectors,” says Ian Ward, leader of Birmingham 
City Council. “They also help put the city 
on the map, generating further events 
and benefits for our overall wellbeing.

“The Commonwealth Games are in many 
ways the culmination of all the hard work 
put in by many people over a number 
of years – but we cannot be complacent 
because towns and cities across the UK and 
further afield all want to reap the rewards 
on offer by staging major events. We can 
use the Games, as the biggest event ever 
held in the city, to act as a launchpad to 
secure many more events in the future.”

LEGACY FOR ALL
At the heart of the legacy plans for 2022 
is a drive to use the Games to create a 
“healthier, greener, more prosperous West 
Midlands and UK”. To achieve this, a legacy 
plan was published in March 2021, outlining At the heart of the 

legacy plans for 2022 
is to use the Games 
to create a healthier, 
greener, more 
prosperous West 
Midlands and UK

“
The previous Commonwealth 
Games were held on 
Australia’s Gold Coast in 2018

Birmingham was 
announced as host 
in December 2017
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 200,000 hours of volunteer training 
for 12,500+ people, with a framework for 
developing skills and employability that 
could be replicated by future Games

 “Commonwealth Active Communities”, 
a £4 million Sport England fund to harness 
the power of the Games to support 
inactive people to become more active

 A £6 million Commonwealth Games 
Community Fund from Birmingham 
City Council to help communities 
build pride, respect and cohesion by 
celebrating the Games their way

 The first Commonwealth Games to 
incorporate, measure and evidence the social 

value impacts and benefits of hosting the 
Games, offering a model to future host cities.

“From day one, as we started developing 
the bid, I have emphasised that the 
Commonwealth Games will be more than 11 
days of spectacular sporting action,” Ian Ward 
added. “Sitting alongside the council’s own 
vision for the city, the Legacy Plan outlines 
exactly how we and the other Games Partners 
will make this a reality. The Games are clearly a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to improve the 
lives of local people by generating business, 
delivering much-needed regeneration, being 
bold by promoting the city on the global stage 
and bringing our communities together.”

One of the legacy projects 
developed as part of the 
Commonwealth Games 

aims to introduce thousands of 
young people to squash using 
new and innovative ways. Called 
Squash United by Birmingham 
2022, the year-long legacy 
programme is being driven by a 
dedicated team from across the 
West Midlands and is supported 
by England Squash, the PSA 
Foundation, the World Squash 
Federation and Rackets Cubed, 
as well as the county associations 
across the West Midlands.

At the heart of its innovative 
approach is a new type of 

outdoor court concept, designed 
and developed by SAPCA 
member company, Playinnovation. 

The first of the courts opened 
at the King Solomon International 
Business School in Birmingham 
in March and will help to improve 
physical and mental wellbeing 
both in curriculum time and 
outside of school hours.

Mark Williams, CEO at England 
Squash said: “This revolutionary 
outdoor court concept could 
be a game changer for school 
squash and we would love to 
see more being installed up and 
down the country to help engage 
young people in our game.”

Marco Boi, founder, 
Playinnovation, added: “From 
the first introduction to the 
subsequent design meetings, it 
was clear that England Squash 
was committed to community 
engagement and to growing 
the sport at grassroots – and 
that it was very open to 
exploring innovative ideas 
and new concepts in order 
to achieve that growth. The 
new outdoor court is a direct 
result of that preparedness 
to try something fresh.

“Together, we’ve created a new 
way for people of all ages to play 
and be introduced to squash. 
We now look forward to further 
developing our partnership with 
England Squash and Squash 
United and to delivering even 
more outdoor courts to schools.”

Squash United by Birmingham 2022

LEGACY PLANS

The court was supplied 
by SAPCA member 
Playinnovation

The first court opened in March 2022
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VENUE ROUNDUP:

  University of Birmingham 
Hockey and Squash Centre
Location: Edgbaston, south Birmingham
Events: Hockey, squash

The University’s £55 million Sport & Fitness 
Club includes six squash courts, adjustable 
to accommodate the larger doubles courts 
for Commonwealth Games, and 200 
spectator seats. During the Games, the two 
halls will be the setting for the main all-
glass squash show court and a secondary 
show court. The centre’s two existing water-
based synthetic pitches have undergone 
a £2m refurbishment to ensure they meet 
International Hockey Federation (FIH) 
and Commonwealth Games standards. 
Temporary seating for 5,000 spectators 
will also be installed for the Games.

  Alexander Stadium 
Location: Perry Park, north Birmingham
Sports/events: Athletics, Opening 
and closing ceremonies

The historic venue, dating back to 1976, was 
redeveloped in 2011 and has since hosted 
athletics Diamond League – known as the 
annual British Grand Prix – events since 2011. 
The stadium has now been undergoing a 
more extensive redevelopment ahead of 

the Games, which will mean it can house 
up to 30,000 spectators at each Games 
session, before reverting to a permanent 
capacity of around 18,000. With construction 
in the final stages and the decoration 
and snagging being completed, some of 
the temporary infrastructure, such as the 
additional seating and lighting, are already 
being installed. It will play a crucial role at 
Games time, hosting the Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies, as well as 59 athletics events.

Alexander Stadium 
will have a capacity of 
30,000 during the Games

The £55m complex 
first opened in 2017
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P LACES

  Utilita Arena Birmingham
Location: Central Birmingham
Events: Artistic and rhythmic gymnastics

Formerly known as the National Indoor 
Arena, the venue first opened in 1991 – 
becoming the largest indoor arena in the 
UK – and underwent a redevelopment in 
2013-14. Owned by parent company, the 
NEC Group, the venue has a capacity of 
15,800 using both permanent seating 
and temporary seating configurations.

  Edgbaston Stadium
Location: south Birmingham
Events: Cricket (T20)

Edgbaston held its first game of cricket 
on 7 June 1886, when Warwickshire 
CCC lined up against the MCC for a 
match watched by 3,000 spectators. 
Since then, the stadium has received a 
number of facelifts and redevelopments 
and is now – with a capacity of around 
25,000 – considered among the top 
cricket venues in the country, alongside 
Lord’s, the Oval and Old Trafford. 

  Coventry Building Society Arena
Location: Coventry
Events: Rugby 7s (stadium), judo, 
wrestling (indoor arena)

Formerly known as the Ricoh Arena, the 
32,609-seater venue first opened in 2005 
and will be the largest used during the 
Games. It has major events pedigree, having 
hosted 12 football games during London 
2012. For Birmingham 2022, the stadium’s 
indoor arena will host judo and wrestling.

The vast indoor 
arena is located in 
Birmingham city centre

Edgbaston is considered 
among the top cricket 
venues in the country
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  Cannock Chase Forest
Location: Rugeley
Events: Mountain biking

Located in a designated area of 
outstanding beauty, Cannock Chase 
Forest is operated by Forestry England. 
The paths within the area will host 
the mountain bike races and during 
the Games, an outdoor ticketed 
spectator area will be set up.
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Location: Birmingham City Centre

Events: Beach volleyball, basketball 3x3, wheel-
chair basketball 3x3, start of the marathon

Located in the heart of Birmingham City 
Centre, the former Smithfield Market site 
will be transformed into a temporary Games 
venue. As well as beach volleyball, Smithfield 
will host the debut of the 3×3 version of 
basketball as a Commonwealth Sport.

Location: Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, London
Events: Track cycling

Built for the London 2012 Olympic Games, 
the venue is owned and managed by Lee 
Valley Regional Park Authority. After hosting 
the track cycling competition, the velodrome 
was opened to the public in March 2014. 

Location: Smethwick
Events: Diving and swimming

The only venue built for the games, 
Sandwell Aquatics Centre, is an indoor 
facility located in Smethwick. It houses 
an Olympic-size swimming pool – one of 
only two in the West Midlands – and a 10m 
diving board with 25m pool, the only one 
in the whole of the Midlands. There is also 
a community pool and seating for 1,000 
spectators. In legacy mode, the aquatics 
centre will be home of one of the most 
accessible swimming facilities in the region.

Location: Solihull
Events: Badminton, boxing, netball, table 
tennis, weightlifting, para powerlifting

Dating to the mid-1970s, the National 
Exhibition Centre (NEC) will be converted into 
a multi-sport venue for the Commonwealth 
Games. There will be a mixture of existing 
and temporary accessibility facilities. 

Beach volleyball made 
its Commonwealth 
Games debut in 2018

The complex is the 
only venue to be built 
specifically for the Games 
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  St Nicholas Park
Location: Warwick
Events: Road cycling

The park will host the start and finish of the 
road cycling race. The race itself –  160km 
for men, and 112km for women – will take 
place on public roads around the area. 

  West Park
Location: Wolverhampton
Events: Cycling - time trial

The 43-acre area first opened on 6 June 1881 
and has since hosted a number of sporting 
and cultural events – including the 1902 Arts 
and Industrial Exhibition. The park will be the 
start and finish of the time trial races with 
the race taking place around a looped track 
which takes in the historic castle in Dudley. 

  Sutton Park
Location: Sutton Coldfi eld
Events: Triathlon

The 2,400 acre National 
Nature Reserve is one of 
the largest urban parks in 
Europe. It will be the focus 
of the triathlon and para 
triathlon events, which 
will take place within 
Sutton Park and on the 
local roads to the south 
of the park, in and around 
Boldmere High Street.

  Victoria Square 
Location: Birmingham city centre
Events: Finish of marathon

The square will welcome finishers in all 
four marathon races that will be held 
on the first Saturday of the Games. 

  Victoria Park
Location: Leamington Spa
Events: Lawn bowls

Located in Leamington Spa, the historic 
Victoria Park was opened to mark 
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 
1899. Throughout the 19th century it was 
Leamington’s village green, the venue 
for galas, military parades, flower shows, 
circuses and cricket. In preparation for 
the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games, extensive refurbishment work has 
been completed on the Bowls Clubhouse. 
The refurbished clubhouse now provides 
a modern, elite-level facility for players. 

The venue is one of 
the largest urban 
parks in Europe

The marathon will end 
at the city centre site
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N
ow in their seventh year, 
the awards celebrate 
the achievements 
of SAPCA members 
across the sports and 

play facility construction industry.
Each year, SAPCA members are invited to 

submit entries to celebrate their successes, 
whether a new product or service, a technical 
innovation, a completed project, a research 
project or an achievement in sustainability. 

SAPCA chief executive, Chris Trickey, 
said: “The breadth and quality of entries 
we received for this year’s awards 
demonstrates how wide the expertise within 
our membership truly is. It also shows that, 
despite the ongoing pressures caused by 
the pandemic, Brexit and the volatility within 
the wider construction industry, the sports 
and play sector has remained robust.

“This year’s awards also have an added 
significance, as 2022 marks the 25th 
anniversary of SAPCA. The winners and 
finalists exemplify how the association has 
grown in the past quarter of a century. It’s 
also encouraging that the entries reflect the 
significant recent progress that has been 
made within the industry in the development 
of innovative new products and solutions, 
especially those that support the drive 
towards greater environmental sustainability.”

The winners of the SAPCA Awards 2022 have been
revealed, with the fi ve winning entries being chosen
by a panel of judges from a short list of 10 fi nalists 

P LACES

Winners of 
SAPCA Awards 
2022 announced

THIS YEAR’S AWARDS 
ALSO HAVE AN ADDED 

SIGNIFICANCE, AS 

ANNIVERSARY OF SAPCA
Chris Trickey, 

SAPCA chief executive
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PRODUCT CATEGORY: 

FieldTurf – SuReTec synthetic turf yarn

FieldTurf’s new SuReTec synthetic turf fibres 
are created from recycled plastic waste, 
through a process of advanced recycling. 
The result of the innovative approach 
ensures that SuReTec (which stands for 
Sustainable Recycling Technologies) fibres 
are engineered with identical quality and 
performance characteristics compared to 
fibres made from traditional fossil resources.

PROJECT CATEGORY: 

S&C Slatter Ltd – “office 
of the future” sport and 
wellbeing facility at Winnersh 
Triangle Business Park

Working collaboratively with 
clients, Frasers Property, S&C 
Slatter delivered a sustainable, 
multifaceted sports and 
recreation project at Winnersh 
Triangle Business Park. The 
trailblazing project serves as a 
blueprint for the office of the 
future, not only promoting – 
but providing for – health and 
wellbeing in the workplace.

SuReTec has been 
designed with 
environmental 
sustainability in mind

The project serves 
as a blueprint for the 
“office of the future”

This year’s 
winners are:
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INNOVATION CATEGORY: 

TigerTurf UK Ltd & Fosse Contracts Ltd 
– a five-a-side Cruyff court project 
using Ecocept shockpad made from 
3 million recycled crisp packets

In conjunction with the Cruyff Foundation 
and snack food brand Walkers, TigerTurf and 
Fosse Contracts collaborated with a range 
of key partners to deliver a first of its kind 
pitch in the UK – made from 3 million 100 
per cent recycled crisp packets. The pitch 
saves up to 190 tonnes of carbon emissions 
and diverts 100 tonnes of material from 
landfill compared to traditional methods.

EXPORT CATEGORY: 

Harrod Sport – growing export 
activities despite pandemic

Despite ongoing difficulties for 
international sports events – due to 
pandemic lockdowns being in place 
throughout 2021 – Harrod Sport was 
able to maintain a thriving export 
business. The countries Harrod worked 
with during the year included France, 
Dubai, Spain, Qatar, Japan and Australia. 
In addition, it was even able to add two 
entirely new territories it delivered its 
products to – Saudi Arabia and Chile.

SUSTAINABILITY CATEGORY: 

Sportex – A collaborative 3G pitch 
design at Gretna FC using a 
re-purposed Trocellen shockpad

Sportex converted a natural pitch into a 
new FIFA Quality Pro accredited 3G field 
at Raydale Park Stadium, the home of 
Gretna Football Club. To keep the project 
within a limited budget, Sportex worked 
collaboratively with partners to re-use 
an eight-year-old Trocellen shockpad 
from a previous project in Edinburgh.

More than 3m 
crisp packets 
were recycled for 
the pitch project

Gretna FC’s natural 
pitch was converted 
into a 3G pitch 

Harrod Sport 
added two entirely 
new territories to 
its exports business



https://www.slattersportsconstruction.com/?utm_source=sportsnation&utm_medium=magazine&utm_content=hockey
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quality, accessible, affordable and financially 
sustainable sport and leisure provision 
with the right mix of facilities to meet the 
current and future needs of residents.

“The transformation of King George’s 
Playing Fields is an important part of 
Brentwood Borough Council’s ambitions 
to future-proof its leisure and recreation 
facilities. This project is a prime example 
of how to re-think public leisure provision, 
creating accessible and financially sustainable 
facilities that will ensure a successful 
future for this much loved park, while 

King George’s 
Playing Fields

Brentwood Borough Council’s new “365-day” activity 
hub is an innovative example of how to deliver active 

and accessible environments that encourage a variety of
physical activity opportunities for all residents

Mayor of Brentwood, 
Olivia Sanders, 
cutting the ribbon 
for the new facility

P LACES

NEW 
OPENING

W
ork has now been 
completed on a £7m 
scheme to transform 
a recreation ground 
in Brentwood, 

Essex, into a year-round activity hub.
Development partner Alliance Leisure was 

appointed by Brentwood Borough Council 
through the UK Leisure Framework to deliver 
the project at King George’s Playing Fields.

The project forms part of the council’s 10-
year Leisure Strategy. Running until 2028, the 
strategy outlines the council’s vision for high 
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The new pavilion 

serves both the 

golf club and the 

general public

improving the health and wellbeing of 
local people,” said Ruth Ripsher, Business 
Development Manager at Alliance Leisure.

Future-proofi ng facilities
The popular park already offered a 
variety of sports and recreation facilities, 
including a children’s play area, skate park, 
football and rugby pitches, bowls greens, 
a pavilion used by Hartswood Golf Club 
and a privately-run crazy golf course. 

The purpose of the development is 
to ensure the facilities are suitable to 
support the borough’s predicted housing 
growth and to meet its ambitions of 
increasing participation in physical activity, 
especially amongst young people.

Following consultation with key 
stakeholders and the wider public, Alliance 
Leisure created a mix of community 
and commercial facilities, both inside 
the pavilion and outside, that ensures 
financial viability for the council, while 
supporting the needs of residents.

Planning for the redevelopment was 
secured at the end 2019, but construction 
was delayed due to the pandemic. 
Works finally got underway in January 
2021 with the development opening 
to the public on 11 March 2022.

Accessible sport and physical activity
A key feature of the project is a new 
pavilion building. The existing pavilion, 
which was exclusively used by Hartswood 
Golf Club, was built in the 1970s and 
required significant work to upgrade 
the site and make it fully accessible. 

Designed by Saunders Boston 
Architects and built by ISG, the new 
building – Hartswood Pavilion – is located 
adjacent to the current pavilion (which 
remained in operation until the new 
building was completed) and is larger 
than its predecessor to serve both the 
golf club and the wider public with an 

The facility includes a 
large indoor play area
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extended range of facilities, including 
the park’s first indoor play provision. 

The high quality, flexible space includes 
new changing rooms, toilet and showers 
for local rugby and football teams, a golf 
clubhouse and bar, as well as a golf shop. 
Other facilities include a multi-purpose room, 
a Changing Places facility, new café, a two-
storey soft play facility supplied by Play 
Revolution and a sensory room providing a 
safe therapeutic space that includes stimuli 
that can help people regulate, develop and 
engage their senses as they interact with 
and explore the environment around them. 

The new pavilion also features a TAGactive 
area, an indoor game-based obstacle course, 
which can be completed as an individual or 
against friends and family. The arena features 
a number of challenges, including net climbs, 
cargo tunnels and ball pools, all of which 
have tags within them which participants 
must tap with a sensor on their wrist. 

Revenue streams
Supplementing the indoor provision are 
external facilities including an adventure 
play area. Designed for children aged 
eight and above, the challenging 10m 
high structure includes slides, towers 
and nets. Opening to the public in April, 
all sessions are 55 minutes long.

Also opening in April is a new, accessible 
splash pad. Developed on the footprint of 
the park’s former paddling pools, which were 
removed in 2017 for health and safety reasons, 
the splash pad from Ustigate is supported 
by a Changing Places facility, new toilets 
and a kiosk. The new space features nature 
themed aquatic play structures and a variety 
of ground water jets such as sidewinders, 
directional jets and a cylinder spray to 
provide a wide range of play opportunities. 

Both the splash pad and climbing facility 
are chargeable, while the park’s junior and 
toddler play areas are free of charge. 

P LACES

King George’s has 
been designed to 

cater for all members 
of the community
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WE WERE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING 
ACCESSIBLE FACILITIES

Councillor Cliff Poppy, Brentwood Borough 
Council’s Chair of Community and Health 
Committee, said: “Brentwood Borough 
Council has invested more than £7m in 
the development of these facilities so that 
King George’s Playing Fields has activities 
all year round. The playing fields play a 
pivotal part in helping our community 
to improve their health and wellbeing.

“We were also committed to 
providing accessible facilities, such as 
the new splash pad, introducing two 
new Changing Places facilities, a new 
sensory room as well as brand new soft 
play and the TAGactive facilities.  

“In addition to the facilities in the new 
pavilion building, the Council has also 
invested in the free outdoor play areas which 

not only makes for an exciting day out, 
but also has a huge range of challenging 
structures and high and lower level areas 
to be explored by adventurous children.

“As the weather starts to warm up, 
it is going to be great to see families 
enjoying all these new activities.” 

Everyone Active will operate the site on 
behalf of Brentwood Borough Council.

“We’re delighted to be welcomed into 
the district’s community to continue our 
partnership with the council by managing 
the new King George’s Playing Fields 
alongside The Brentwood Centre. We’re 
really looking forward to seeing visitors 
benefiting from our new facilities for 
years to come,” said Duncan Jefford, 
Regional Director at Everyone Active. 

“

The pavilion building was 
designed by Saunders 

Boston Architects
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Making a   
    difference

The Women in SAPCA initiative was launched in 
2020 – but what is it and what does it aim to do? 

P EOPLE

core objectives. “Our goal from the start 
has been to use this group to improve the 
representation of women within the sports 
and play construction industry,” Quinn says.

“The other key goals are to provide a 
supportive network to empower individuals 
to achieve their fullest potential and 
to encourage greater visibility of the 
opportunities on offer in the sector – 
especially around education, training 
and development. We want Women in 
SAPCA to be a real force for inclusivity 
and positive change for our industry. 
Organising events which have an educational 

The first ever 

networking event 

took place in 

February 2020 at 

Edgbaston cricket 

stadium

I
n early 2020, just days before the 
first COVID-19 lockdowns came into 
force, a new professional networking 
initiative was launched to improve 
representation of women across the 

sports and play construction industry. The 
initiative is the brainchild of three industry 
women – Dr. Kathryn Severn, Christine 
Quinn and Hayley Wilson – who pitched 
their idea to industry body SAPCA in late 
2019. With the support of the association, 
Women in SAPCA was launched in February 
2020 and has since grown into a thriving 
community, providing a useful networking 
platform for women working in the sector.

Supportive network
While the pandemic has severely limited 
face-to-face networking opportunities 
during the past two years, Women in 
SAPCA has remained active since its 
launch. It has organised a number of virtual 
events – from “Share-a-Cuppa” online 
catch-ups to web-based workshops on 
confidence. When possible, it has organised 
face-to-face events too, such as a talk on 
leadership, given by Dr Rachel Malcolm, 
captain of the Scotland women’s rugby 
team, during the 2021 SAPCA Golf Day.

Christine Quinn says that networking 
events are central to Women in SAPCA’s 
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Women make up 
around 14 per cent 
of all construction 
industry professionals

element, as well as a networking aspect, 
is at the heart of what we do.”

Focus areas
According to Dr. Kathryn Severn, SAPCA 
board member and key driver of the 
initiative, the events organised during the 
past two years – as well as feedback from 
them – have helped identify a number of 
focus areas for the initiative to home in on.

“One of the common themes we’ve 
identified is that there are women whose 
companies regularly attend industry events 
– including those organised by SAPCA 

WE WANT WOMEN 
IN SAPCA TO BE A 

REAL FORCE FOR 
INCLUSIVITY AND 

POSITIVE CHANGE 
FOR OUR INDUSTRY

“
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been a lot of interest from 
women in the industry to find 

out more about SAPCA and what 
it might be able to do for them.”

Future plans
Heading into 2022 – and as COVID-19 

restrictions have been removed – the group is 
looking to increase the number of networking 
events in order to build on the momentum 
created over the past 24 months. The events 
will take the form of workshops, talks and 
seminars, with the intention of linking some 
of their content and themes with SAPCA’s 
existing educational and training programmes.

“We are currently working to include a 
session at the SAPCA annual conference 
around women in the sports industry,” 
Severn reveals. “We’re also looking to 
repeat the positive experience of hosting 
a networking and workshop session as 
part of the annual SAPCA Golf Day.” 

P EOPLE

– but the women themselves 
rarely attend,” Severn says. 

“So the opportunity to meet 
people in the sector – and being 
able to network – is an important 
issue. For example, many of 
the people who have attended 
Women in SAPCA meetings and 
events have recognised names of 
other delegates – from exchanging 
emails, or from speaking on the 
phone – but have never previously met 
face to face. Having those initial contacts 
will hopefully give people confidence to 
come along to industry events again.”

Severn added that another theme identified 
by the feedback has been a lack of awareness 
of career opportunities within the sector. 

While no exact figures exist for the sports 
and play construction sector, overall, women 
make up around 14 per cent of construction 
industry professionals. While there is plenty 
of evidence of more women coming into 
the industry, it is no exaggeration to say it is 
one dominated by men. This, in some cases, 
leads to women’s progression opportunities 
not being clearly defined or promoted.

“A lot of women fall into the industry 
by chance, or they come into it 
through more generic roles – such as 
admin or marketing”, Severn says. 

“Many have said they aren’t really aware 
of the opportunities the industry might offer 
them, in terms of professional development 
and career advancement. There has also 

 The network is now looking for more 
people to get involved and help drive 
the initiative forward. Anyone interested 
in getting involved can contact 
SAPCA directly: hello@sapca.org.uk

The initiative is 
looking to organise 

further events 
during 2022
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Want to join us?
For more information, 
call 024 7641 6316 
or email info@sapca.org.uk 
and we’ll be happy to help

www.sapca.org.uk

By becoming a member of SAPCA - the UK’s 
not-for-profi t trade association for the sports 
and play facility construction industry – you’ll get 
instant benefi ts that will help you to build 
your business.

  increase professional reputation 

  raise your profi le

  expand your knowledge 

  keep up on industry trends and policy

Through SAPCA, you will also be able to liaise and 
build relationships with national and international 
sports governing bodies, sports facility funding 
agencies, sports councils and other sports and play 
organisations and trade associations. 

SAPCA membership ALSO offers invaluable access to:

Use of the offi cial SAPCA logo on marketing 
collateral and tender documents, to 
demonstrate your high construction and 
customer service standards

  Legal advice service, provided by specialist 
solicitors Hewitsons

  HR Helpline, provided in partnership with 
specialists Clover
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BUILD YOUR 
BUSINESS 
BY JOINING 
SAPCA

mailto:info@sapca.org.uk
http://www.sapca.org.uk
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FREE DIGITAL 
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SportsNation is the single, authoritative 
voice for the provision, delivery, 
maintenance and management of 
sports and physical facilities. 

Published bi-monthly, the magazine 
focuses on the people, places, policies 
and products that help to build active 
communities throughout the UK.

IN EACH ISSUE
 News 
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 Interviews  
 Strategy & policy 
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 Major events and more...
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NIGEL HUDDLESTON
“Sport will play a huge 
part in the government’s 
post-COVID19 recovery plans”
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How to turn a court 
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community
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25 YEARS 
OF SAPCA

Chris Trickey outlines 
the association’s fi rst 

quarter of a century

FOCUS ON

Also available in print
An annual subscription to the print edition is just £42 (£36 for SAPCA members)
Email info@sportsnation.org.uk to start receiving your copies

Visit: www.sportsnation.org.uk/subscribe

This year’s Rugby

League World Cup will

be biggest and best ever
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